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Our Vision 
Red Wing thrives as a vibrant, creative river town that values its 

natural environment, welcomes all people, and unlocks opportunity for everyone. 
 

Our Mission 
We strive to create a sustainable, healthy, accessible, resilient, 
and equitable community where every person feels at home. 

 
Meeting Announcement and Agenda 

 
Sustainability Commission Workshop 

Community Development Building, 419 Bush Street, Red Wing, MN 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 5:30 PM 

 
1. Roll Call 
2. Workshop Items 
 2.A. Presentation by Brenda Kelly of WI DNR 
 2.B. Organics Drop-off Promotional Materials  
 2.C. Urban Landscape (Pollinator) Resolution 
 2.D. 2026 Jay McCleary Award 
3. Announcements 

 

3.A. Topics for Future Agendas 

• 7th Street Slope 
• GreenStep Program 

 3.B. Next Meeting Date: THURSDAY, May 21, 2026 
4. Adjournment 
 
Accommodations for signing interpreter, Braille, large print, etc. can be made. Call City Hall at 
385.3600 seven days prior to the need. Hearing assistance devices are available during meetings. 
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The Sustainability Commission’s desired goals for the Red Wing 
Landscape Ordinance


What we see as beneficial for the city and its residents


• Overall, the Ordinance should reduce barriers to and encourage residents to install
managed natural landscaping.

• The requirement to register native landscaping property is an undue burden for
property owners.
• Why should native landscaping need a permit when other garden do not?
• If Public Works insists upon a registration/permit process, it should be provided free

of charge.

• The 5 foot buffer requirement should be removed. It is an unnecessary burden on the
property owner, particularly for those with smaller properties.
• If the 5 foot buffer is an absolute necessity, the acceptable medium for this 5 foot

buffer  needs to be defined.  (For example: short (under 2 foot tall) native grasses/
flowers, stone, mulch)

• Undeveloped lots (see Section C,4 or ordinance) should be seeded with low
maintenance, native grasses rather than turf grass in order to reduce maintenance
and discourage invasive species.

• For Enforcement, non-compliance items for managed natural landscapes must be
clearly defined (i.e. presence of noxious weeds)

• In the case of Managed Natural Landscape, mowing should not be the City’s choice
for “required work”.  Another approach is required that does not jeopardize the
property owners investment in plants, etc.
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